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: Sixteen IMP O RTANT 
<Q 


QUESTIONS 
Touching the ECCLESIASTICAL: 


[uriſdiction and Cenſures (contradiftin& to 


&- Civill) now eagerly pretended to-and challenged by a 
Divine Right, by tome Over-rigia Preſbyterians, and tng yy: 
Propounded to both theſe Dyſſexring Parreer, for thefurther Diſcovery of | 


< Tynth ; the preſcrvation Oo! tre Civill Chrifti vr Mag itrates [ntereff: and 
ſpecdicr comprimiſing of our preſcne nahappie Controver ſits touching Cur CH-Governo 
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ment; On which many now ſo over-dote,as to place the whole Kiagdom of Cbriſt and: 
ſitflonce of Kcligion therein ; to repute all our former Reformation a meer n. thi 

Church of Chrift undone and the execcile of their Miniſftyy,not caly rate 

but «x lawful fo 5 they cannot with good Conſcience continee, but threaten}. 


the 5. 


toreli gi fb it, incaſe they cannot obraine their drmands of ſuch an. 
Exrorh't ant power, by ove Fufticntion which Chrift and his. 
Apoſtles. never claimed, exerciſed, nor themſelves, nor. 
| F: edeceſſors, ever formerly enjoyed, petitioned for, . 
or pretended to inany age, but this. 0 


" wt 


Propoſed. publiſhed by IW.Prm a Wel-wiſher toV/ erity and &Þ- 
Unitie. The third Edition-with ſome Enlargments.. 


CuxEt 22,24; 25, 26, Mawr; 20..25, 26, 27; 

And there was a fttife among them,which of them ſhoutd be acc: uatcd the Greateft, Bar 7+/ws 
called them unto him 2nd (aid 3. ye hnow, that the Princes of the Gentiles Exerciſe Lord 

(or Dvmuinion) over them, and they thar are great 8xerc,ſe Authority ugow them But jt 

wot be ſo among you But whoſoever will bee Grear among- )o8,. let himbe your Servanc ;. 


. 


P Eyen 2s the So1me of man came, not to be Minf 4 unto, but to Mimfler. 
vPsr. $2, 3, 5. Feedthe Flock of God which is among you, raking the overſight, (or care) 
thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy luchre, bur of a ready mind, Neither 
as over-ruling, (or being Lords over) Gods heritage, bur being enſamples to the fi:cke : Yea: 
all of you, be yee ſubjeR one taanother, and be cloarhed with heniley ; for Godrefftaubs © 
rhe Proud, and giverh. Grace to the humble, 
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\ wbyerſion both of their Hiexarchy and Aut 


Sixteene 7mportant Queſtions touching the 
Eccleſiaſtical Turiſdifion and Cenſures, Contradiftin&co 
Civill, now challenged by a Divine Right, 


=—Hec ſerious conſideration of the importanate Claimes of 2 
JI new kind of EeclefiaZticall juriſdiftion by a pretended Di.. 
4) vine Right, by choſe very men who of late (© cagerly de. 
DR 2 - claimed againſt the Old, as Antichriflian and Papel, when 
REN challenged by our Prelates pen the (elf. ame grounds and 
——— C Tic, hath induced me to propcund theſe few /mperrant 
Queſtions to the #ver»eager proſecutors of this ſuppoled Divize Authoriey, 
at leaſtwiſe to moderate, tt Bar ex rage thoſe unſeaſonable deplorable lvre 
kindled flames of contention, hich if not timel ented may provemore 
feall rb our Churches, Kingdoms, then all che er 4;fextions, and break 
forth inte a new Civil war, between ourſelves, whenyye have rorally vane 
niſhed the common enemy. The Prelates deſerting of their undcubced 
jus humanums and.unadviſed challenge of a jus Divinuns to advance, per- 
petuate their Jeriſagttionry and fiyearing ments this their Tile by anew, 
&c? Oath, was the ineniFikate forernnncr, I meares of the utter 
t9.' And wehave cauſe to 
feare that. ſome over-rigid Prezbyter ians inconhderare zeale, in Waving 
the Prerbyteriall Aut ri vefted in them by an #»queftionable Ordinance 
of Parliament (to their full contenrs as moſt men deemed ;)and reforti 
ro 2 more dwbiens diſputable (pretended) jus Drvinum (formerly laid 
by both Houſes of Parliament and the Afembly,though new refumed,re.. 
vived,) the more highly ro advance andiirmety (errle ic inour Churches, 
may produce the like contrary unexpected effect; : and cither revive the 
old exploded Luciferian Epiſcepacy, or introduce that more feared Anar.. 
ebicall Hydra or B wile of Independency, whichy they molt endeavour to tup- 
prefſe ; or at leaftwiſe reyolve the conſorins or correitive power of all ſtan. 
dabas Fur and ſinners into the Civil MajeRtrates hands the farrefateht of the 
three : on whoſe behalfe, I ſhall wish che ſpiric of Peace and Afeckenefo 
ropoſe theſe following Queries, borh to my Preſbyterian and Independent 
Brethren ; deſiring their acquieſcens in, or ferious anſjyers to them after 
ſound deliberation (laying aſide all private Intereſts and defignes, whazſoe- 
ver, which may miſguidetheir judgments) for the ſifting our of that one 
Golden wedixms of ſacred truth, which can onely reconcile and cordially 
re-unite us in the bonds of Love. ' 
r. Whether all ſcandalous fins and offenees now pretended by Pr 
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& Sixteen Important Qa: ftions, 
4 - - — - —_ C— ——_— _ i 
(a) Levit. 20: In{ticytion and. commbandtianivellbctocc, aupader tliclgl, atid wivnzh 
-4-19 8, Dcur. ps; IP- « Ty + nos 


| eOl "3 > Jo #24 airab & cx an 19 ned, 
| c-1 Hap toe ju HR woe Ty yvSI. es, or CA Ara atf p 'hthed 
= 230. dþ 34.2 Only. with tamporall cr corporall puniſhments. nor by any Ecelefiaf: c4/ 
-Chroa.2 3.17, Forfoks, Officer5por Churekh.Cemrnures only tiltinit from civill ;Gnce, we Þ 
-I5,1z3.Judg'6 ceafyoat the teverall lcandalous ans of (a) /delarry, b (Cu fig blip homing, 
| oy 31. 1kiag .C) abbath-breaking 1d\ drfobedtencs to Parents pararall or crvill, {&) #her.. 
| _— dome, Adnbrery (is Free, 6: Sudomy Bug gery: Fg VMerther. {if Wirch- 
e. 11 1 "Hed craft; Sorcery, with ſun iry ether: fn1,were by Gods own precept.to bee inqui- 
(b) Exod. 21. red after, cenfared, puniſhed by the Temporall Majeſtra e, civil Cong? "0 


I7. Lcyiao, gation, vawers ard People only, with civill puniſhments alone, as pliting or 
> 9,C.24.10.t9 


. ftoning to death bunning,' i\banging th) finer, ftripes aud the tike but riever ens 
| as rnygeds 4 "Rin ro be channind) cenluredby Eecletiafticall[Perſons Officer ;>:x to be 
- Dan.3.29, puniſhed by rhem' with Charch.cenſares ,-as- Excommunication,Suſpen- 
+ Mt. 26. 65. (x0N fromthe Paſſenyer , Cireumcilion  Sacrifices, Fettivalls , or any 

C c) _ Na 5 publike Ordinances* then tt ule ; or exHluſion from the Temple or Synas w 
3 ye _ Ads gogues, as the marginall cexte-demonltrar. oro eipeciaffy Ezra, 7. 
- (4)Exod;21. S906 wipes iin pa I ding Ezre ie Prigf ( deſcended lini- 
 I5, 17, Levit. ally from the High=P reefs befart bir, as is evidentby 42-106) up tt Terw- 
- 209.D-ur22 (a/em;,with aſpeciall Commſſio*to tepaite the-City Temple,reftors the ſer. 
- go, on vice of God therein;and ſettle the Goyerament of that place- according to 


233. £4.7.25.29 the Law of God gives him this- command * Audi thou Ezra, ofier the 


E 


I b ; — Sx # "I . : PO, - ” 4 = 
(e)Gen.26.11 iſddmr uf thy Cod;thatioonthine band; for Mujelhpgieeand Jaiges that may 
\ £38,2425, Judge ALL FRE FEOPLE that are beyrndithe bor All fach as kimw ihe 
| eur enlg ELAV OF THI 'GOD wid teach yet rhe that huow them not: AND” a 
 T5,17318. 


Deur.22.22 to WHOSOEVER® WILL NOT 730 THE *EAW OF THY GOD, aud 


}/ open G AY from-rtie Temp'e,orpublike Ordinances of God no-fuch CharclOfficers, 


y 


| Exod.t2:19. Afajeſtrater and 1ndges appointed, pairs Wt ub 


| © Cen9.i 6 DEATH, or 16'B ANISHAMENT or ts: CONFISCATION of GOODS 


x04 31.12, 
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_ 35-1509 34-I yhich cughr by any Divinz Right or infti-uricn then 10 havebin inflicted 
- Cora 5 upon'nomerrous icandalons offendors againit (Gods Law,by thebrigh Preef, 
37 potl ney -6r aniy-ortiet Charch Officers or Judicaterp, no:donyr-rhis devour King 
11.1 Sam. 28.epoti thivetcafion woull have expreſſly commanded'Exrethe Prieft him- 
---9.i De«.11-22\ſelfe, er thoſe Church Officers er Jndicatoriesto heve duely executed the 
- ({Demarat finewhen be gave him this large Commiſſron,andextended fo much ex- 
209 1.42, raordinary favour" to'him;-thar hew-cryes our inthe vary nextenfuing 
[.- 24.6.5. - - WOtls; ver197, Bleed bethe Lord God of: duryPat here whe bath put ſuch 4 
 - +  "Devi.12.47:4Mbing 47This into the Kingrhwrt,&c. Which as it expreſly determines, that 
5 AQs1632313 82} —_ "+ " this 


fonching Ecchfiaflicalt Invifathy8 and Cenſarer. 5 
this Commiſſion and fotecited Ineaion Wingiced into the Kings heare 
by God himſclte, and to moſt conſonant-ts tus wriften word and Law ? 10 
it infinuares, thatby che Law'o' God in theſedayeszril ſcandalous Often. 
ders againit Gods Law were to be punifhed enly by thecivill Majetirares 
and Jadges with civil puniſhments, not by any Ecclefialticall Officers; or 
jadicatoxy, with any Churcivcenſures whatſoever. This may bee further 
evidenced by the Priefts, Prophets; Peoples; and Princes pruceedings a- - 
aint Jeremrah;and Uriah who for preaching aud proptecying falſly, (as 
was Oppo Nope: pat ſhed by chewy. of Þrivces xporibe Pridits, Pro. 
pheti, and ptoples malicious acenſaticHonly by * impriſonment and death alone, 
not by Churchcenures Churtt judicatories: Yea D-«1 3: 3.falfe Prophets F 
are expreſly enjoyned tobe put ro drath by the civill Majeftrate, not penfhec , _— 
tle Eccleptibical power r with txcommunicationsor ſaſpruions. Anditis molt ;3,c.37 18.15 


* Jer. 26. 


cleire and undeniable by the x King 22:26, 27, 2:Chnex.16.10 C18, 25:26. £38.35. 
Mat .14.3,4 5. Enb,22. 23. Atls 518.190. 8.3.c12,233"4: 0/16."23, 24<C:22 
19.29. to 300.24. & 25. X 26.2 Cor. by. Heb.1t. 36, 37. That both in the 
Old and new Teftarnent, fulſe Prophets,reachers and broachFs of, Erronious 
gefrins; or fach:who were'ſo reputed though rue, yea the ApBirge Sainrs 
of Chri##," for preaching, protefling the Goſpel and'rrxch of God, irgengh 
the Jewes and others who reputed it * Herefs+ ſciſnee;or Falſe defirinon. * Ads 14,14 
trary to what they had formetly received, were tlually. convened before c..28,22. 
the civif-Majeftrates, avd puniſhed Sicl impriſonment, ſtripes, pmtting or 
#ontng 20 death, and the like, bus nor with excommunication,,orany b- 
Clefiafticall cenſeres of tivine inſtizution, thougly now.made matiers of 
meer Ecclefiatteall Cogniſance, 'And if lo, whether the temparall Chriſti, 
an Majeſtrates and ctviilpowers,a5 fuch,havenot nog :he felf:fame divine 
Authoriry ro'punith ſuch ſmnes and ſinners under fife Goppell, onely with 
cernperall puniſhmgnes, In ol1tiOn; examination, 0c Cep- 
ſhtes of atly Ohnrch-Dikeeg or sbyteries,as the Godly temparall Ma- 
jcfares and civilipoivers hadTh r:the-Law ?-Ifnat how-thecomra- 
ric can be evidenced by<leareScriptures, and by whar-texts:in particular ? 
2. Whether the texts of D-#t.17.8:to 14. and 2 Chr.194S. tothe end, do 
warram any Ecclefiefticall juriſdittion, Congregationall or Claſſical in cau- 
ſes meerly Ecckhiatticall; or any meece Churcettcenſures, diſtin from tre 
civill Majeftracy arid rempora'l cenfuares a5 *ſomenomwprecend? Whather * SceMri Ayn 
the germine ſcope and ſence of theſe rexts, hold forth-any mare or cocher ja- eſo p 
Tiſd1Ricn an? power in the Priefts, *Levites, or High Pricft himſelfe, then Ondlr, o- 
this : That they joyntly with the remeprrall Tudger, and chiefe of the Fatbgrs yerument,c.14 
<of 2ſraet [nor alone by theraſelyes |[Thovid reſolve (nor ordinary plaine, <7 qu: 50 p.z86 
uhdiſpurable.bar anly | 41! ach doabrfallonſes, vr trmtraverfcembich the or- &c. 408,412. 
dinary Judges or Majeſtr ates intheir Cities held dubious, or 109 berd far them 4* 55305506, 
129 determin arioht between[rorſcandaltand ſcandall; or who ſhould be ex- **7* 
communicated; 1n/pended from the Ordinances, as ſcandalous, ignorapt 
"or unfit, and he not; but berwerrblond and bloud plea and plea, firokeaud 
"Poke (biing Wares ref civilltomwvurefeyinebeir gates; mudfatreer KL 
and Conmandement Statutes and judgments,(to witthe judicial written L1w 
. of Gol) vpon whoſe expoſition any ciyill ”"_— or controveriies _—_ 
e: 3 Arc 


- 


\ +  Shiertle inmportant Queitions, 


ariſe which che people themſelves could net reſolve, | whoſe [aperior reſolu.. 


trons they ſhow!d ſubnet to, and Apa ples. za exeentian ; and he that 
world preſumptuonſfly diſobey and not [nhmit ro their ſextence, was notto. be 
excommunicated or ſuſpended, * but put to death; (4meer ctvill cenſure)to 
cerrifie others. And ifthis only be the ful ſence and meaning of thele texes, 
wherherany epiſcepall,presbiteriall,clafſical or congregationall juriſditi. 
ento corredt icandalls with meer Eccleſiaſticall cenlures can bee deduced 
fromrhem? 'Wherher that ſpeech of Jeboſbaphat,z Chro.19.11. And behold 
Amarinh the chiefe Priet is over you tn all matters of the Lord [not anda. 
lous fins and Ecclefiafticall offences cSmmirted by the Prieſts or peop!'e, 
no matters of the- Lord, but fins of mendeteſted by the Lerd; | imply or 
neceflarily enforce, that he had any Ecc:evatticall juriſdiRtion in poiur gf 


-  judicamre, to. cenfure, puniſh: all or any ſert of ſcaudaleps frnners with, 


Ehnrch centares 'of which there is net one fillable intherexcjveſted in him 
by. any divine Authority? And if ſo, wherher it makes nct more fer Papall 
and Archiepiicopall,then Preſdyteriall, Claſſicall,or Congregationall Autho. 
riry?ehis powel or ſuperintendent juriſdictionover all matters of the Lord, 
being veſted inthis High Prieſt alone,and no other, Or rather,whether ir 
be noe clearly micam, chat as King 7of4b himaſelfe did by his owne Keg all 
AvtYority appoint Judges in the Land, and in Jeruſa/exs, in the preceedipg, 
5,6,7 8,9. and 20; veries,to deternin all controver fies, and pwniſb all Offence s 
whatſoever, according to the Law: of#God and that Kingdoms ; io, hee Qid by 
the ſelfe-fame regall authority appoint Amariah, then chiefe Prieff, over 
the Priefts and Levires only, (implyed in the word Tow, noc over the peo” 
ple ofthe Land]sr all matters of the Lord,that is,to order,diceR the Prieſts 
and Levites under him in thelr ſeverall courſes, and all matters what ſorvey 
concerntug the morſhip, (ervice, Oblations and ſacrifices of the Lord to be per, 
formed by them in the T emple at Jerulalem:inthe ſel famemanner,ashe ſex 
Zebadiah thernler of the Henſe of Judah, over all the Kings matters; inthe 
very next enſning words? Thae is,(as all conſen,) not over the peeple-aud 
kingdom for to judy and govern them for that the Iudges foromentioned 
were to do;but over his houſhold, lands revenewes as his Lord Treaſurer, 
or Lord high Steward of the Revenews of the Crown,as the comparing of 
itwith 1 C6r.26.30.33: [And of the Hebronites Haſhabiab and his brethren, 
amen of valonr a thewſand and 700. were Officers among them of Iſrael on this 
fur of Iv dan weſtward IN ALL BUSINESSES OP THE LORD, and 
in the ſervice of the _ And his Brethren, men of Yallony were 2000s 
700, chiefe Fathers, whom King David made Rulers over the Rubeniter, 
\Gaditer,xd. the balfe\Tribe of Manafeth, for EVERY MATTER PER. 
TAINING WNTO: GOD and Officers of the King, joyntly : (therefore 
Chir oh Officers made by the King,and alterable at his pleaſure,uat by any Di. 
vine inſtitution of Grd hunſelfe; ) end the parallcling 5t with theſe explenatory 
texts, Naw.c.y.%.4.8& 18.3.t012, 1 Cbr.g9.1040 35.c.23.% 24.8 25.and 


' $6 2'Chrd, 5.7000 14. Co8.14. 15«Co 3249) 10atl.T 2+ C36. 16:$0 21,C-29.3- £0 
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"OO onching EeMijiiſticall TariſW@iow aid Cenſures., = ; 
com with Heb,z.1,2, For every high Prieff raken from men, tt 
paw) exe men IN THINGS PERT A!NING TO 55% that hee 
mgefe offer beth gifts and ſacrifices for fins, Fe. infallibly demotiftrate? And if 
6 oy what Divine warrant is there from ichce Reany fach Ecetefafti-) 
4 all Jariſattion diftin® from the remuporald as many now | hiteid for from 
-chele ro noted texts? -of for afy Prieſts, Minifters of the Goſpell, or 
Church _ np wane the wapeit pike ro examine,cor- 
re any ſcandalous offences by a meer. icall power, 'ot to iſh 
'rhem wick gms Cenſares, Arey 6 dee 1 putiſhmerits? 5 
Whethet't Priefts juriſdiftion ts judge er of Leprofie 
s ſcandalous fin nor offence, bur a meer era | chart on- £5 LOLAAG 
among che Fewr,yea as well in houſes, garments, Fails jo ſubjets of 
% clefiafticallcenfures}as __ ooeliic pruning 4 in the caſe of vn le O®) Num. 5, 
toufie, by.vertue of -expre pc Lene LS 1200 Fr, 
N wetar ici (#) PIE 


-only <3 wherein rhe Riches 
old Teltanent whole proper pw to ea wh % 
nent for four, wot to wu ot puniſh them , | be an y infallible proofe 'of the 'r0. Ley.4.and 
Aaror icall Prieſts or Presbyteries Eccleſultical! tnulicaere ot ſuri a £ C87 677+ 
-r6..cehaſareall eaiporl Pe ſoule A pnck ae ie 'y $5 7w0 
of ſhe Eco juri ON Ye ſlyreries or on I ac 
#*£e0 judo or cetifureall cailes of ſpiritnd! Leprofir or re red is Bleb. 51 gb,ge 
under the Goſpel? And whicher we nay nor as ſonthdly argue Fort the 
Writ, * De ro agyorpeang and the Stari of 2 Tae. chap. 31,25 they * Regift, £267. 
fromcheſe Texts. ; Major, Bayliffes of Towns, Infites of PtdceConflablet ia Nat, Bros 
. and. #ther Officers w549 lanfully remove Leperi, and fect # firſorriuftited a> | 
with ee Plague of Peſbilence, Exgo, they may excemminicate arid faſpetid 
frorm-che Sacrament 'a'l fach.asare ſcandalouſly er necorieaſly ine Red 
with the Leprohie.and p! agncof fin? 
Poly gat Denty13-12, 13. 14. Toſh. 22.10. to 24 Tudg.20.1; to'18, 
hron.1 9.9; to.11. Exra, io, UG 07.1 [where we read. teryporall < Ofti- 
cen Princes feerrand imployed s, &s well as Priefts, £0 IN." 
t Idolaters TAROT pe minge wichheathnih" Wives, and 
IAA: Ecclefiafticall crimes | compared rogerher,' dee notaftron er Scrip- 
rureevidence for proofe of the Parliaments, apd L ay- Conmnifſtoners Au 
thority,” to inquire after, yea puniſh ales JTeandalansr Surers-cheh 
yt es; chat can beproducel by or Pudegendant rear of 
$2 Old TeRament, for probat Si dine erin their Cider, Prefe 
byteries or Independent Congregations to cenſure (candalous fin1s and finhers 
with Ecelefiaſticall cenfares ? And whather the Sratwicrof 31. HS. < ro, 
| appointing « Lay Vicegerent in all yes materi} 26. H.8. phy x; 
pHE T7 tA, 6.C-2. JT, E.cr.| printing L "Lf and L ; 
([ſroney?, + to exer _—_ i mamwey ues fo "ariſen by. way of 
Terfore, fdo nor juſtife fach rode tobe lega'l, as wellas theſe 
texts, warrant chem 15 he in ſome forr divine ? 
'$#ly.*Wh-eoer there bee any preceprovprefident in a'l the Old Teft - 
nnd ocynntadly denermining,” har hire was by divine int] 


mtion 


"bs Srateene important Lueftions, 


do. 


Prieſts, Leyites, or any Jervith Others, to examine witnefle: upen Oath, 
conveut-or cenlureuny icandalous ſinners by excommunication, or ſal. 
pcn:ien o: them trom tre Tabernacle, [cmpie, pub.tke Aſſemb.ies \ Syna- 
gOUgEs, 1eritices folemn pub ke feltiyalls,or cther ſacted Ordioances for 
any icandalous {in whatloever ? Tf fo, then what are thele preceprs preli- 
dents, and ſcandalous fins 1n particular ? Andyhether it beprodable they 
had any dire. authority given them by God himſelte, ro ſaſpend of pur 
back any from'the Sacramenis of Circunicitien, or the Paflcoyer (which 
Baptilme and the Lords Supper nov ſucceedjfince both,of them originally 
(5):Gen.17,' Were ordered:to be performedin private,by the'(s) Parents of Mafters of 
10.10 28,.zr the Family, not Prielis cr Levites ; and executed or eaten by then In their 
4.c24,22423, (p) ſeverg'l private henſes, here the Prieſtvand Levites had no Eccleſialti- 
24. Exod.12, 21] jurifliction thatve read of, and were-not preferratihele lacred ati- 
$9: £5344) cntyales only ar orne Fo (6 ein generallPalcovers ar Lrafalep, hers 
Jokn 7. 2x. they were but Minifteriall, to (.g ) helpe kill rhe Paſſeovery and ſþrinkie the 
Joth:10.2,3\7 blond, nor Magiſteriall, to keep any. back from eating thereof, by any pre- 

Ads 7.8. rext of Ecelehbalticall Aurhorit ye | | 
Gp) Excdorz, 61y. Wherher Minifters or Presbyteries under the Goſpell, have any 0- 
to 46, Maas "NET. or greater Eccleſialticall jurifdiaton rhen the Jewiſh High "re, 
17.w 26.Mar. Priefts, and Leyices hadunderche Law? And whether Chriſtian Kings, Mas 
ry; r4.to 19 giftrates have not as large an Eccleſiaſticall power and Authoricy wnder 
Maſter k#- . the Goſpell, as any godly Kings or Magilttates exerciſed under the Lay ? 
_ _——_ IF you anſyer negatively to the ficlt and aſhemarivelycorhe lacter of theſe 
byteries,y2473 demands z then how can that Eccleliaſticall jurifdiction of Presbyreries or 
474,475. Congregations, and their power'of Church centures, diſtinXttrom the ci. 
(4) » Chce.30 yill Magiſtracy, be any way jutÞfied 67 maintained by the'Sctipgure ? TFaf. 
T33t921.c.35 firfmatively in thefirlt, aud Neyatively in the latter; then ſheyy tis dire& 
=> =peagy Scripture Authorities to convince our judgments of what yeu thus aſſerr, 
1Cor.zo.1.z0 Or Elle givoover your pretence of jur d1v/num © Itis.confeſied borh by the 
s. compar Preſtyteriaxs, and Indegendents, andicleare by [andry* expreſſe tekts, that 
v4 hu Chriſtian Majeltraresare jure Divino, and haven nndcubred divine Au, 
' Sre Welti- Hority, yea-comman1 to puniſh ahd curoff all ſcandalous fitiners, P/al.r00 
_—_ _— 5.7, 8. Rom.t 3.1. to 8, Pro. 10. 26. Whether Preſbjte> ies, or [Independent 
8 Congregations, have any divine Ecelefafticallright to puniſh them with 
Chutch cenſures, is very gi utable and denyed by many. Therefete ic is 
the lafeft,readieſtway to Unity and Reformarion to remit the paviſhment 
of all ſcandalous offences to the Civ {ll Magihtrate, . father than. to the pre- 
rended diſputable queſtioned authoticy of Pcesbyreries, Clafles, or Inde. 

pendent Congregations. bobs 2 

_Ily Whether there be any expreſle texts in all the New Teflament,and 
what in articular, which infallibly.eyinc* at Etcleliafticalt jurifition br 
divine right to be ſerled by Chrilt in'all Chriſtian Miniftets, Pregbyterics, 
or Congregations and inwhich of them inlpatticu/ar,ro continue unalce- 
rably in all Churches of Cbrif tothe hd of the world for the cxcommuni- 
cati6h ot ſaſpention of all kiritls of ſcandalous perſons fiem che Sacrament, 
_ dough 


on an. unqueſticnabie Ecclevalticall juri{diction yelied by God himlelfe in 


e.g 


- ries, or Congregations :eipecially if wee grant t 


touching Eccleſiaſticall tariſaiition and Cenſares, 9 
though they exceraally pretend and profeſſe their ſincere repentance in 
gencr2'l? or any.certain rules preſcribed them inthe Golpell. and in what 
particular Texts for the due ei ecution of Chis juriſdiction in * all caſes er; * I amconkie 
icandalls chat may-happen ? 1f nor, whether it can probably bee imagine 4*2* there ace 
tat Chriſt in his. wifdome would crect, inititure and veſtan Eccl-fialticall hundreds of 
Government in Church Othcers, without preſcribing them any certa'ne = hens 70ormgg 
rules whereby to manage it in all parriculars,and leaye them taproceed in fella Hoftien. 
an arbil tary vay, according ro their meere plea lures.centrary to AMat;28,'fs, Antonius 
19 20. tt yearthen produce thele traxts tous for our ſatisfaRion, | Corſetus, The, 

Sly. What ruies 0: preſidents are there in Scripture to relieve parties w wins Ao" 
grieved by unjuſt, Ecclehalticall cenfares either by appealcs or other ways 'T woke __ 
and to ivhat ſuperior Tribanalls .? If no fach rule; or preſidents appeare wicatio, vt 
therein; admitting Presbytertes,or Congregations Ecglefiaſticall juri(gi.therswhich wil 
Rions,cenlures to he Zure divine, i then whether by Gods owarLaw,whioh 2PP2 inour 
provides:them no relicfe.the parties injured malt not remain remedilexie. renoynarics 
when mot injariouſly ſentenced by anyprivare Presbytery, Claths, Con- A. 
gregation witzout any help-or benciit of Appeale to Provincial, Nationall tiexs and (+ 
Synods, Patliaments cr the Civill Magiſtrate ? Andit 40 : whether this _ for 
will not incrogduce 2s many ablolnte cypannies, and arbitrary T ribunalls, © deciding 
[againit which we have © mach concefted of eees cher are Presbyre-. —_— _ 

l em-a general! poiver of nor Tex im 
all chings they themſelves ihall-jadge-robee ſcanda.ls, without confining Scriprure : 
them to particulars, or eſtabliſh their juriſfiMions by a divine right, yhich Then how cam 
no meer humancpaxcr or inktitucion can cantiole? : their proceed- 

Ninthly. Whether if Chrift kath inſtiruted or left any exaRt Ecc'ehaſti- Freon _ 
call juriſdiction... dilcipline or power of :cenſares to his Church diſtin& and as 
from the Civil Magiftracy and cenſacs-}thispretended-juriidition dilci. by.Geds words 
pline or power be {o abſolute and ffficient of ir {elfe alone as to bee fully ; 
able rocorcett redrefle,r. form all abuſes ..ſcandalls corruptiens, and ſv 
prefle ail Hercfhes,- Scſmes . Errors, Vices, errting in every Chagch? If 
nor, then we may jultly ſuſpeR,t is nc reall juriſdiction nor diſcipline m- 

Ritured by Chri!?, who wow'd | r | inflirute and bequeath xo incompleate, nor 
imperfelt jnriſdiftion judicatory, or diſcipline ro his beſt Beloved Spouſe the C&) brapaagiy 
Church :-If yea whethcr is that juri{licton now contended for by Preſ-Plal.19.7.. 
byteriens or Tudependents, fuc') ? Tf to thenir is complezte, .andeveryway 2 Tim. 3.1 
ſelfe-fhcien; wict'out the concurrence -r affitiance of the Chriftian Ma- 

gilt/are or any-remperali authority ec-athit, mainraine 1c, or fapply irs de- 

tes: Bur this none can truly afferrnor athrme. | 

For Firſt,no Preſ»rery C liffis or Tndependem Congregation hath yer eha'« 
lenged, not can claimbby divinerigh- any coercive power by way of «f= 
rachment impriſonment, or fins to bring any party or witrefſe ſummened 
ſo much asto-appearebefore-rhem, in caſe of wilfall neglect or refuſall to 
appeare. or be examined; ro prepare any cavſe or ſ-nrence. 

Secondly, In caſe any Ecclefiaſticall cenſare of Exrommrnic ation or 'ul. 
pention bee inflicted by them upon ſcandalous per{on after ful hearing. it 
they abſo.ntely contemne the {ame or reſuſe = conform ihemlelyes,nr by 
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open vielence intrude into :he Congiegation, Church, or force the Mi- 
_ > give the Sacrament to them though excommunicated or {uſ+ 
nded. 
- Thirdly. In caſe any Heretichs Schiſmaticke,or prophane perſon ſhall wil. 
fully ſeperare from cur Congregations, (as t :oulands new doe) refuling 
co communicate with us in aty Ordinances, proclaiming us to bee no 
Churches, and pafle aſchimaticall ſevrenceo: Aor-Communion withus, 
by reaſon of ſome nnjuft exceprions or pretences againſt our Orthodox 
DoRrine diſcipline, or form ef government ; and thereupon refuſe ro ap= 
peare before our Presbyteries,Cengregations;or to lubmic ante their ju. 
riid1&ions-orcenſures ; in all theſe and ſuch like caſes, the pretended di- 
vine Ecclefiaiticall power.cenſures of Presbyteries,Claſſes,or Independenc 
Congregations are at a No»p!us, and {0 defeRive, invalid of themſelves 
to enforce obedience ro ſuch centumatious,or reduce, reclaime ſuch here= 
tical, ſchiſmaticall, er prophane perſons from-their obltinacy, Hereſies, 
Schitmes and negle@ ofpublike Ordinances, thatthey are enforced ts pray 
in ayde from the Civill Magiitrate by Capias exoommunicatums, impriſon.. 
ments fines or other ſuch civil compulſory means! the only effeuall courſe 
"5 pre ou by way of cenſure uſed in all ages ts lupprefſe, reform, *| herefies, ſchiſmes, 
( auch defired) andrhe only way to ſuppreſſe, redrefſe them now) without which all cheic 
ative Com- Eccleſiaſticall cenſares,are both contemptible, ineffeuall, and a/rogether 
ode exa- in ufficient to reform abuſes : So that if the Magiſtrates hee /»fidels, Here. 
mine and pu- 0 riches, or Schiſmaticks, who will hor;or propnane. negligent timorons or li- 
wen ans centicus perlcns, who care not or-dare not co-affit che Prefbyteries Claſſes 
phemous Here O” Congregatious inforcing ſubmiſſion to their Chutch proceſſes, cenſures, 
ricall Anabap-. - they afe ſo defe&i Fe and ineffeRtuall of themſelyes, that nonecan juſtly 
rilticall errors, cal{,or infallibly prove thei co be the Kirgdom, Scepter, Grvernment, d:ſct- 
_— pline and cexſures of Chriſt, wheteby his Church muſt onely bee governed, 
call Conren. purged, reformed; as ſome now pretend them to bee, withour any Scrip= 
ticles, and 7y- fre authority, which no where ſo much as once ſtiles Church-Diſcipline, 
diftments of Chriſts kingdome or Sceprer. | 
fach as our Af- | 
ſites and Scfſions, would more ſuppreſſe them in one moneth, then all Eccleſiaſticall Judicatories in an Age. 
See Juſtinian : Cod, lib. 1. Tit. 4.6.8. & Codex. Theed ; lib.16. Where we figde obſtinate Hereticks, and 
pion py pen and =; by temporall Laws. 1. They were difabledto thus inherit by diſcent, or to 
purchaſe any z to buy, ſell, make any contra&.Will,or take any Legacy : to ſue, or to be witneſſes in any 
Court of Juſtice 3. to beare any Office, civill;- or Military 3 to bee preſent at any councells or ele&ions, or to 
Lift themſelves Souldiers in the Army, whence they were caſhiered when deteRedto bec.ſuch. Secondly, Their 
= goods were all confiſcated, or went to their next heires that were Orthodox, their perſons baniſhed, and in ſome 
caſes impriſoned and put to death. Thirdly, Their hereticall books were prohibited and burnt, the houſes where 
_ Diurnall or NeQurnall Conventicles confiſcated, if kepr there with the Owners priviey or conſent : 
If by the Tenanesprivitie without the Land-lords,. if the Tenant were poore 3 then he was publikeiy baſtana- 
doed or whipt, if rich, then fined ; and their conventicles both in Churches and private places prohibired, fup- 
preſked, un ere pecking By theſe meanes and cenſures alone Heretickes, Kerelies, Scilmaticks have al- 
wayes bene ſupprefled, reſtrain:d informer ages 3 but never by Church cenſures, which they.bath derided and 
contemned, See Frid : Livdeb/ogus Codex Ligum Antiqu* Leges wiſigs! bor, lib, 12. Tit, 2, Lex 2.Neap. 
x. Tit. 1. 2, Capitul : Karli &+ Lud * lib.y. Tit. 183. Paxl: Geſchinit, Conflic : Caroline, Kubr. 3.4, 5+ 
with our owne Srarutes againit Recuſams, and Heretickes ; And theſe will be the only meancs to fapprefie chem 


now, 
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ranching Eccleiuftiaall Toriſahition and Cenſures. = = 


10/y. Whether Afar. 1S. 15,16, 17. (it meant of Chriſtian Preſdyre.. 
ries or Church Officers as is pretended,nor of thectvill Magiſtracy or Tos. 
iſh Sanhedrim, whereas the word iazxaneie, which wee tranſlate Church 
beth in the Old and New Tettamenc fignifiech any Aſſembly, as well civill 
and prophane, as Ecclefeaſticall or Religions, as 1s cleare y Adt:19, 39, 
41. and tundry Texts of the Old Teftament, as Maſter * Rutherford him-. * Due Rights 
ſelfe conteflerh) gives any authority tothem to proceed ex officio, again(t of Presbyreries, 
notorious ſcandalous fins (as /delatry, Blaſphemy, ſwearing drunkenneſfſe, ?45:349- 359. 
&c,) lince it ſpeakes nor of any publike ſcandalous offences againſt God page re <& 
and the Chnrch, but enly ofprivate pzrionall * rreſpeſſer between man and "3 [ng 
man, to bee proceeded againſt only upen the yoluntary-complaine of the pag a3 r. 
party oftendedafter previous private admonitions,and then reproofes be- | 29 *his word 
fore witnefles, yea, of ſuch oftences, which pox private ſati:fattion wee are +. ſp _—_— 
to forgive 77. timer, without any pablike complaine, or cenſure, Luk.17. Mar.6.14,1 Fo 
3,4. Therefcre not meatit of meer publike ſcandalls, which ns private Luke ry. 3,4. 
man can remit, and no Church or Pregbyrery will grant that they oughe to Gra31.36. 
be 77. temes remirted one after another, without the leaf? ſuſpention or ex. BP: 39-17, 7 . 
communication, upon meer externall ſhews of Repentance : And whether, ms wo 
thou ha#t gained thy brother, inthis Text be meant properly of gaining him fallly aver ie is 
to God by true repentance, cronly nnto him whe gaines him, by way of acveruſedin 
| reconciliation, and renewing friendſhip, as the phraſe ic ſe!fe,” compared Scripeme bur 
with Prov. 1Þ$. 19. intimates ? —_ Ul 
11ly. Whether, As 15.1. to 36. wherea Synod of Apoſtles, Elders, and God. agua 
Brethren met together at Jeraſalens,co debate and reſolve a dubiouspoint 
of docrine only about Circumciſion, without exercifing any at of dilci- 
pline or Eccleſiaſticallcenfure en any ſcandalous pon a found divine 
Au: hotity, to evidence to any mans conſeience,the Divine Right of Preſ.. 
you Claſſes, or Indepondent Congregations, toinfli Eccleſialticall cen- 
ures upon ſcandalons Delinquents, orco examine witnefſesnpon Oath a. 
gainſt them, of which there is not one illable in tharrext ? 
x21y. Whether the preceyr of Pand rCor. 5. 13, for putting away from 
among them the ineefluous perſon, written to thisparticular Church in this 
one caſe of inceſt cnely, againſt which heinous ſcandateus ſinne, (»et {+ 
much ar named among the very Gemtiles, ver.1t.) being then under Heathen 
Magiſtrates they could not ſafely complatnero them of it wirhour grear 
ſcandall, nor go ts Law before theme for ordinary juſt civill things without of - 
Fence as - 0008 by the very next words, 1 Cor. 6,1. to'9. when as by the 
Law of God had the Magiſtrates there bin Jewesor Chriſtians this fin of 
Jnceftwas-to be puniſhed by them, nor with excommunicarion or ſupenti- 
.on frem che Charch,b»t deaths! ſelfe, Lev.13.8.c.25. 12 12. Be any fatil- 
faRory or infaflible argument for the continuance & exerciſe of excom- 
munication,er ſaſpention fromthe Sacrament in all Chxrches of Chrift in 
all ſucceeding ages inall ether caſes of finor ſcandall, thoughthe Magi- 
firaces inthem be Chriſtian, and may, yea ought to puniſh thoſe fins with 
death or other temporall cenfares, if complained of? Whether thoſe rhar 
preſſe this rext may not as well conclude - ry the verynext words, 1 _ 
A 2 »T. 
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6.1: to'9.that it is unlawfull for Chriftians to goe to Law before any Chri+ 

ftian Jadges noiv, and chat they mult ſac onely before their Presbyzeries 

or Congregations for meere temperallmatters, becauſe Pas/thencom- 

tnanded the Corinthians not ro go to Lay before heathen Judges to pre- 
vent-ſcandall. but enly in the Church betore the Saints, or ſuch Judges as 

the Church ſhe! appoint them? As Inferterhat all ſcandalous perſons mult 

bee excommunicated and luipended from the Sacrament by Claſſes, Preſ(- 
byreries, and cenlured only by them now, not by che Chriltian Majeſirate, 

becauſe the inceftuous Cor:ntbian was then Ordered to bee put away and 

puniſhed by the Church and Saints of Corinth, for want of a Chriſtian 

Majelirate to puniſh him with death, oc corporall cenlures ? Yea,wherher 

they may not as Logically and T heologicalh argue from the very next chap. 

I Cor. 7, 27 where Paul yerites thus : 1 ſuppoſe therefore that this is good for 

the preſent diftreſſe [ or necefſuy | for 4 man not to touch a Wyman,or marry ; 

Ergo, ics lawhall, yea ic is neceſſary for Chriftianmen or Women in all 

ages, Churches of Chriſt co vow perpetuall/7r7gizity, and net to marry «t 

all as the Papifts thence inferre in defence of their Afonks, Nonr,and wn- 

married Clargie; As reaſon from this Text, That Paw in regard of the 
Corinthians .preſenc diſtreſſe and neceſſity for want of Chriitian Maje- 

ftrates co puniſh this incefiuous perſon with death, and civill.cenſures ad- 

yiſeth the Charch. of Corinsh, To pat away from- AMONG. THE M- 

SELFES that wicked perſon; | or thing as ſome read it:] Ego all Miniſters 
Presbyreries and particular congregations of ChrrFF haye a diyine inherenc 
Ecclehialticall .right and power 1n them to puniſh not only inceſiuous per. 

ſons, bur all cther candalcus (inners withexcommunication, ſuſpention 

from the Sacrament and other Charch cenſurer even when and where there 

is no ſuch necefficy nor deteR of Chriſtian Magiſtrates but ſufhcient tore 
of them. both able and willing to-puniſh fuch with civill puniſhmencs an- 

{iverable to their.crimes and ſcandals ? This isall that can bee extrated 

from this Text, whereon they moſt rely ; which mutt needs beea grofſe 
incon/equent, becauſe no Apoſtolicall-advice to any one particular Church 

-upon a private extraordinary occaſion and necetfity enly, can or ought ro 

.bee a generall binding Law or Inftitution of Chrift to oblige all ether 

Churches whatſoever in the like,or any other caſes,where there is no (ach 
extraordinary occafion or neceflity; As 15 cleare by one pregnant evidence 

in the 16. chaps of this yery Epiſtle, v. 1. 2, concerning the ColleHion then 

adviſed to be made for the Saints by the Corinthians on every firſt day of the 

weeke, or weekely; which being buta particular advice and direftign to this 

* Seerrmh Church for that one Collettion ; is * no binding Law or Rule to all other 
rriamphing Churches of Chriſt ſiriQtly co imnate in all their enſuing ColleRions, as is 
© over falihood, evident by Acts 1.3.28, 29 30.2 Cor.8.1.to 21. c.9.1.10 15. Rome}. 25. 
P-155.156. 26, Philip. 4.14. to 20. Elſe no Church conld fince appoint any publike 
monthly co[letiens on week dayes or falting dayes, but only weekly Col- 

letions on the Lords day, .under paine of tranſgreffing-the infticution of 

Chriſt and this Apoſtle ; which none dare aver : However, fince the Apo« 

file mrices not here to any Claſſes, Preſbjtery or Preſbyter, but to EW cry 
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Church ar Corinch; T O. PHT, AW AT EROM AMONE 
THEMSELYFES, that wicked perſos -(thatis, to ſeclude him whol- 

Iy from their Congregation, Church, Compayy, , and nes ſormncihes tecars 

at their Tables, of keep any company with bins at all, as is evident by ver. 7. 

9 x1 | nor to ſafpend him only from the Lords Supper of w there 1s BOL 

one fillable in this cha. nor of any ſuch ſuſpention.in the 10.2nd 11; chap- aAlexes, Alex. 
ters where he purpoſely creates of this Sacrament} we may well queſtion, f: ſum. Theol; 
wherher.it makes notmore againſt Presbyteries and Claſſes divine power = te: 6 4 | 
of Excommunicatien, and a bare {auſpention af (candalens perſons from ge... um 22: 
the Lords Supper only,withour ſecluding them from all other Ordinances Thomas, &3. 
and Church Aſſembliesas well as it, then for them ; it being contrary to cbardss, Palu- 
che very definition and practiſe of Excommunicationhitherro knoivn aud _ _ 
uſed in the Church, -to-excommunicate.a notorious icandalous perion G48 ny in: 
fromthe Lords npper cnly ence a moneth a quarter, 2 yCare, for fear eof feildius Enchi, 
infeRing others, and yerto admir him. daily or weekly co jayne with the rid Theotey : 
Church in all other Ordinances bur it alone.; when all | 4 | Schoolmen, pars 5.c.1. 

[6 | Caxonift reſolve, that excommunication {eſpecially that they call Afe. Or _—_ = 
jor Excommunication| excludes men, not onely frem the Sacrament but G4 
likewiſe from entring 1nto the Clurch,the very ſociety and prac of the farth-. lica,e Reſelia 
full. :»nd thoſe who witting'y keeps company, buy or ſell with ſuch.are to be 1pſo Tic.Excommu- 
fatto excommunicated ; Whereas many now pretend it ſhould ſeclude men —y _ 
from the Lords Supper onely, bur nor from any ocher Ordinance, contrary _ — wo 
to this, to (c| other T, exts praduced by our a for proefe of Excommuni. x ,com_ Ag. 


cation,and all ſound Antiquity. | nius Corſetus 
r3ly. Whether there bee any ground or.example at all. in Scripture ro 7. Excom. 
Bochellus, Des 


enjoyn the civill Chriftian M agiſtrace,in cafes of od(tinacy COA 0 ror. Ecclef. 
gaintt Church. cenlures inflicted by Presbyreries or Congregations to de- Gat x Tit.1 4. 
come 2a meer ſervant and executioner to Presbyrerics Congregations Or ; , Thef. 3.14. 
Church Otficers, (as the Pope and Prelates ancicntly.made then, | £0 n- 2 John 10, 17. 
force Obedience-to their centures by impriſonment cr otter coercive : Tim. 2.17, 
meanes ivithour any particular examination of the merirs of the can{e, or an 1.1 Gs ; 
juſtice of vhe proceedings ? Whether ſuch Miniſterial execution of their tel 262 3 
cenlures, if admitted,do-nor neceflarily {ubze.tchepeop eto a donble W- 16.17.John 9. 
riſditiun,vex:tion fer one and the {elf- lame icanda.ous ctime-which way 22.32,33.cap. 
prove more intolerably oppreflive ro them then.the moſt exorbirant coun- - 4g 16.2, 
try Committees or Prelates confifories if not exactly bounded, 8& ſubor di- j pap em. F. 
nate the Ad «5j-fraoy tothe Minifterr, Preſbyteries & PctIEUar Congrats Dcut.23.1.2,3 
ons 'n point of Authority? 1f obliged by any divine Lay ro fee-C urchb * See Deur. 


.cen{ures executed and enforce obedience to them (hen cerraively Chriftian 17. 14,027. 


Majeſtratesas ſuch, muſt either be Church Officers as well as Miniſters cr 2 529-7.8, c 


- . 2.1 
Lay- Eiders; {rhe rather, becanſe all Preceprs given co M yeftrares them. r Kings. 7.9, 


ſelyes in Scripture are given only to ſuch * Grdly or Chriſt: an Aajeſtrates * cho oy 


who belive embrace the Scriptures, and are Members of 2 vicible C bureh Or © 19.5-t19 


Chriſtian ace as ſach, not-to any Infidels or heathen Majeftrates as hea- c.1.5. to 33, 
theniſh, ormeer Majel(trates-one of che Chureb, 'as ſome groſly miſtake. ! Iay 49+ 33. 


elſe they were ner obliged by Gds Law to ſee Churgh cenſures executed, 


obeyed, ſubmirred tooyit no Church Offcers, - And 


—_—_ 


3G 2 - 4 


And whether the Antrqueries by athirmingy it 15 the A agiftrares duiry to 
puniſh an ob#inare Offender, at the motion of the Church or of one parti. 
cular AMinifter which be ought '0 do whether defired by then or no : doth nor 
thereby grant rhat the power of puniſhing obltinate ſcandalous finners, 
eveu for pretended Eccleſiaftical. Offences, beiongs properly tothe Chri- 
Rian Magiltrates, not to Ecclefiafticall Cenfiftories and Pres byreries ? 

14ly. Whether it be nct more agreeable to the word of God, the Rules 
of Juſtice, and more conducing ro the Churches peace tor the Crvill Ma- 
bo) en judicially ro examine, puniſh all pretended ſcandalons perſons 
with temporall cenfures,and then (if they (till conunue impenicent|ro cer- 
tifie the proofs taken before him to the Presbyrery Claſſes, or Congregati- 
on, upon their requeſt, for their conviction there, to gruund an Excommu- 
aication or ſulp*?ntion upon, ifchere be cauſe : then co give them imme. 
diace power ts examine all (candalls themſelves upon Oath, withour tirſt 
acquainting the Civill Majeftrate with ie, or defiring his antecedent exa- 
mination of the ſcandalls,of purpoſe to ſubjetthem co Church cenlures ? 
Since we read of no ſuch Examinatious upon Oath praiſed by Preſbyte. 
ries, Church Officers, or particular Congregations among the Jewes or 
Chriftians inSccipture : which if caken 1n writing and recerded (as they 
ought to bee, that ſo they may be ſearined npon Appeales) there-mult then 
be a particular Examiner or Regifter at lealt appointed inevery Preſdytery, 
Clafss. and Provinciall Synod to record them ; for which they will expeR 
a conftanc Fee from the Chncch or State or an anſiverable recompence 
from the parties accuſing or accuſed; (which cannot be ſerled without A# 


.or Ordinance of Parliament being new Fees and Oftces) an ls it will 


S Lov\.2 4.10: 


0 29 .Num.z5. 


32, 37 - 


” 


draw a very great unneceſſary charge ( farre greater then that of Bi- 
fhops and their Othcialls) upon the people; which they will unwillingly 

beare, In which regard it is firelt the civill Majeſtrates ot Juſtices of 
Peace ſheuld only rake the Examinations of ſcandalls, as they doe in caſes 
of Felony and other ſcandalous crimes, and certifie them co the Presbyrerie, 
or. Clafſis, as there ſhall be need. 

i 5ly.Whether it be not beth unjuſt and unreaſonable ropreſſethe Par- 
liament to ſectle any kind of Church government as preſcribed Fare divi- 
20,before it be clearly demonſtrated cr manifeſted to their judgments and 
conlciences to be fo, 'by perſpicnous undenyable profes from Scripture ? 
Or to importune them-to grant any unlimiced arbitrary power Claſſes, 
Preſbyteries,or Congregations, to jadge of or cenſure unknown contingent 
ſcandals [ meyer yer thus cenſured from Adams dayes vil new] betore 
they can ſo much as conjecture what they are, or where ever they will bee 
perperraced in our Churches ? ſince offences alwayes nſe to (b} preceed 
Lawes made to puniſhthem ; and ex malir moribus optime orixntur leger, as 
all Poltticians have reſolve? whether the demanding of ſuch annnlimired 
power 6 bee now eftabliſhed, be net as bad, yea moreunrealonablethen 
the late Prelates &c.Oath (moſt juſtly damned, declaimed againſt,' and 
ſayours:Rot-more of wilfe/ner then conſeiexce, of the ſpirit of ( 5 ) Diorre. 

p6#5, them of Chrif, of whoſe kingdom ſome peerend it to bea moſt _ 


| | CCC CR 


ronching Eccleſutticall Inriſdiflion and Cenfure, TS 


2 and inſeperable Branch ? Whether any Prophet, Apeſile, godly Pref. 
= private Congregation or Claffis in the primitive Church, oo ſol- 
liciced their Pronces or Parliaments for fach au exorbicant unlimited 
power, and who in particular? Or whether any reformed Churches be- 

s yondtheSeas doe at this day claime, or really enjoy. execure any ſuch an 
mdefinite Arbitrary power ( as ſome falſly prerend they doe) and whar 

Churches in particular ? | 

16- Whether Chriſtian Princes and Majeſtrates & indu'ging of over- 49 Tuſtin: 
muck pewer,henour and Ecclehatticall Authority in point of Jurifdition Cod.].1. Tir. 

Church ceaſwres. and excommunication in former ages to the ie, un- 7. De mm 

der this apprehention perſyalion, that they were molt pious, conicienti.. Pal Audienti 

ous, hely,moderar,jalt and humble perſons, who wouldexerciſc ir for Geds FI 60 ey 
glory only.and the Churches good ; hath nor bin the rrue Originall caule-Jmp. Loans 

of all chat Awrichriftian Tyranny, perſecution, exorbitences of Popilh Pre. 313. 314,323, 

lates, and C'ergiemen;, which have over ſpred, - corrupted, infeſted the $2333 26, 330% 

Church and people of God ? And wherther termer examples of this kinde > rough 

may no! juttly lefſon us co beware of the like error for the preſent, though Wiſgud1 "US 

our Minifters who claim this Ecclefatticall Juriſdition now conteſted c. 29, 30. 
for by a Divine Right be never ſo godly, upright,diſcreer humble, conſci- 
entious fince we krow not what many of our Miniſters, Elders wao muit 
exercile” it in the Countty are for the preſent ; cr what the beſt of them 
all or their ſuccefſors at leaſt may prove forthe | farwre, (m) (amti::0n bee 11g 16.49.37 
* * ing mans firff fin, and moſt pleaſing to onr corrupt natures, as we ſee by the Cx. x King 8.12. 
ample of [w] Chriſt: own ApeFles. and daily experiences every where ef. Eccleſ.2.19,18 
pocunly when they have engrofſed more Eccleſialticall power inco their * Ven 3-5, 6- 
ands by ct of a Divine Right, chen ever the expreſſe Laiy of Ged,or 7 qa _— 
Chriſt himſelfe in his Gofpell hath Qelegared to them. lt is very obſervable, =_ DD 
G that while the | » Popes claimed their Papacy and ſuperiority ever other 24.to 3 r. 
| Churches by grants and | Sewers from the Chriftian Emperors of Romg, (o) Scc Philip 
they were very humble, loyall, and obtquious to: ghem. - Bur after the © #197307 his 

long enjo; ment of their tranſcendent juriidiftion by imperiall donations —_—— m_ 

haJ fo far pufted them up with pride as by degrees to deſert their rrue an- ; on Borg 

cient claime, and challenge both their Papacyand Supremacy by a Divine Commentar in 

Right from Chriſt himleife. by wreſting divEts Scriptures totheir purpoſe E4id - Henrict 

[andiome of thoſe nay cthers which our Divines-now principally init (cenndi, &e 

upon, ] they preſently caſt off beth cheir ſubjeion and Loyalr#rotheEm- pris n DO 

p2rers at once; and ſo proſecured them with excommuaications, Incer- þ., »ſpergenſss 

Ke diRs, ſuſpentiens, rebellions; force of Armes, and parties raiſed againſt Platiza & 
chem in their owne Empires; that at laft they quite trampled chem unJer F«leus de vith 
their fete, diſpoſinz of their Crownes at pleaſure, making them ſiveare *9*ifeum 
ſo emne homage to them” as their Vaſſalls, and to holetheir Imperiall gonannnn 
Crownes from them-alcne, who formerly did homage te and held their periall Hiſtory, 
<p" yr ds all che Papall juriſdiction they enjoyed only from them : ; 

> , < Yeaif onr Presbyteries. Claſſes of IndependenrCongregaticns ſhall bee 

admitted ro held and enjoy all the Ecclefiafticall juriſdition they now 

prerend to, by a Divine Right ; and the Parliament their power, authori« 


rie, 


cb, Cty : ——_— yy OT; "Ra ——__w_ 
—— 1190.27) Saxtrene roupartiont \Qupftoonts,n v1). 11 
ty, - cncly by 4 meere jnmabe mititution, and Dot byas Cearea Divne 
| Right as eae1's3 the-nexe conſequence Keare wil be (and we feet already 
(&) Mr. As pamcained indome(#; Proſbyrerrars and more | y | Indepandenn: printed 
i Booke-+ ; ) [harem Padiaments. Kinys' an&rempordKk{ Majeitraees mnt 
3) Mr. Fobn ; | lors a > 26 6 BED, ag 
Goodw 3. have noting at ailro'dawich Church Ofhcers;or Clurch 5overnment by 
d ſter Hear! way of dicection, correction, . or app<aie, bur meerly aztheir mberdinare 
urtex. Maſter M4 nifters, to ratihe their dererminations and enterce obedience to their 
a þ. ceatures ; Whichif they neglect or retuie to doe! ot flop th16ir proceedings 
+orhers,” - byany Probiberians-qricgatlt courſe, 'for oaght know, with thei Uivine 
atorhers,. ” THI TIE \ 2x ts 
2 "pretended aurhority is ſetled ro thetr mind;.chenexr ting tie Thal heare 
of will- bee; - that. whitch --ur Kings; Jadzes, and Ofheet s, dig bererofore 
* Bindwode, from gur Clergy in Archbiſhop'* Boxyface his time, w et they cppoſed 
Oe. lid.5- cheir extravaganc'es evena lericus admonition eeobey their dicteres atid 
a. oPen 2. after tiiat ati ſure *drflion of all their Lands, C aſbles: Townes wit 4'thſpen» 
«226: &c; Fo, #55 | : I” > i afops Pe 
1 Aron. confi, rion cf them from- th--Sacrament - or excommunſication fromorNew- 
7138. to 143. communion with tneir Congregations for this Contumacy :; Andrhen Lord 
. have mercy upon ns miſerable ſinners, we may looner beiayle then remove 
-that ſpirituall Yoak of bendage which we'thus intter yoluncatilyto be im. 
_ poſed bath in our own and ethers necks ;Itbeifgae very difficn'c 23k and 
work of many-ages © moderate abtre.regulievet lupprefle any + ceichha« 
Kicall jurifiction, thoagh- neverſo exorbuave ' elpecially if -once legaily 
\ſetled, or but inc:oached by coninr of @ Divine Ri ght, as wee ke by the 
Papa'y and our late expleded-Pr-laep. "ny 
I hal therfor. cloſe apa iwiththe Apoſilesſeainnable advice, Gal. 5.1, 
| Stand faft therefore m the liberty whey ewith-Chrift- bath made i-free and be 
wot again intargled with aiy Tok of bordage, which Chit hirffeke bath noc 
B impoſed- on us-by a cleare and evident inſtitution in his word : Chridts 
4 Matt 11.30 © Yorke 15 eafie and his barthen light, tO which all people muſt with cheer. 
| © falnefle fabrairy if the Proſbyterians yoke,in ſuipending men from rhe $2. 
| cranient- for all Kinde of (nppoſed ſcandalls, though theyprofeſſe unfained 
| renee for alltheirhns end eacveſtly defretoreceiveit; or the Znde. 
pendents Y oak Str non-adwiitting or ſecludrig toe from their Congreeati. 
ons whomth:y- judg not reaff Saints or will not ſabicribe ro their Private 
Charch Covenants, and Foe allben fit of 4ppeales to any: ſwperiour 
' judicateries paramount their oiyn prov -1e Congregations, (without any ex- 
.  prefle- -09- He 11 Sctipture, to Warrant r' ele their praiſes, 
. proceedings) bee not ſuch, wee may jalily ſuſpetand reject tlem tov, as 
.none of Chrilſts, & ENE\T'D 


FINTIS. 


”_ 7 - © —— _ 


